CLOSURE OF THE CAVITY OF THE MOUTH.  243

terior cavity, while the cavity of the cheeks is situated
on either side outside the molar teeth. In front of the
oral cavity, and separated from it by the incisors, lies
the cavity of the lips. It is worthy of remark, that when
the teeth are closed the cavity of the lips is not so en-
tirely separated from the oral cavity as are the cavities
of the cheeks ; for the molar teeth of the upper jaw close
exactly upon those of the lower jaw, shutting off the
cavity of the cheeks with great precision; but when
the teeth are closed, the incisors, on the contrary, of the
upper jaw overlap those of the lower jaw, leaving be-
tween the two rows of incisors an almost vertical fissure,
which thus connects the oral cavity with the cavity of
the lips.

It follows, from the relative positions of the spaces of
the cavity of the mouth, that the air passing under the
soft palate into the oral cavity passes out through the
cavity of the lips, while the cavity of the cheeks merely
occupies a lateral position. This fact becomes the more
striking when we remember that, before using the cavity
of the mouth as an air-passage, the obstruction pro-
duced by the overlapping of the incisors is removed by
opening the jaws, and that when this is done the cheeks
are drawn tightly over the niolar teeth, by which means
the cavity of the cheeks is either entirely or partially
destroyed.

Before investigating the important modifications in
the form of the cavity of the mouth caused by the tongue,
it will be well to consider the various ways, besides the
one just given as typical, in which the cavity of the
mouth may be used as an air-passage and their relation
to the sounds produced.

The most necessary condition for the adaptation of
the cavity of the mouth as an air-passage is that the